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¢ Jasuary 1968

MEMORANDUA

‘ . | e sy Telogras: 17 151,
SUBIECT: Comments on Ssigon Embasey
SurI . Jopanry 1968 (EXDIS)

1. Ve agree with the rafsrenced cable's contention thet there Are
signs af a farthar Carmimunist build-up ia South Vietnsm supgesting the
sarly launching of sdditicnal, widespread illtary action. ¥a do met
patieve, Boworsr, that the 14 Dacewaber staterment of DRV Forzign XMinlster
Nguyen Duy Trish is tacticaily linked to this vaitd-up or plans {or aear-
teree wailitary sction, though sbeiously the Comuvuaists «ill atter pt to
conrdinate Mr sdlitary and thely political astious in the movths anead,
Moy eeuld we sxpect say feslers tavward talks to be secovspanied by &
slackening of the ¢pemy's logistic and n flitary reaupply activities.

z. Tha emerny bulld-up te which the referenced cable calls attontion
ts indisputable. e do not, Newaver, have cvidence to zonfirn: Aoy “sananive™
msaverns ent of truck trafiie through Laos and helleve the level of traflic e
be at aboxut the s € fevel an the corresponding period of last year. Though
we share the Misxion's view that Khe Sanh 1s & 1ikely Cornunist target,

it 18 certalnly mot the only ared n:arked for sarky sttack. In sddition to the
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vatennive bulld-up ef enwcy forcas {8 the vizinity of Xbe Bank, thers s
substantial evidonce that the snemy is concentrating ite forces for
offensive speraticns in othey parts of Jouth Vietaszn. Ia (uwang MNam previace,
the 2nd NVA division, rainforced by the sewly infiltrated 3iat regloiens of
the 34ist division, has = aseed in the T we Son Valley, prebably for effensive
eperations. Siguificant contact has slready eccurred batwaen slenients of
the Zad KVA and U8 units operatiag in thiv area. In H Corps thers have
bhess increasing ladications of snerny preparation for attack ia the Dak To
and the Plei Djering/ Piel Mrong arcas. A recent bulld-up of B3 front
forcas In the mountaing southonst of omburs ity sisy pertend baraseiag
attacks sgatast Pleiky or Hontuw:, Furthermore, there ars Indications of
s sondisuing eneny Luild-ap tn I Corps wsing troops dispatched frow: the
B3 frant area. Communist ualls noviay deva from the kighlands «ilk
prabubly reinforce the snerny's th, Tth sad 3th divisione which operats
in VC Military Region 13 {Binh Long, Phuoc Loag sed Juang Dur proviaces).
These divisions can be expected to continue atlachs sgalnst friendly posltions
along the Cambodian frontier,

3. ¥While we anticipate x further upsarge of eneeny military activity
in the peut few weeks {i.e., betveen now and Tt} we are Sislnclined i
infer too closs a tactical relationehip beteesen a military build-up and recent

Hanot staten: snts mﬁeﬁimg sorce mover-snt ia the DRV pesition regarding
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negotiations. In particclar, we doubt sericusiy f Trink's recent recuarks
were lntended to serve as any kind of "smoke scraen” ta mavk the eailitary
buiid-np in the south.

4. The Corrunista’ military and political actions «ill amatiwu L
be interrsiated in the futurs as they have alcays besa in ihe pust, The
almost certainly impending spate of Corcmunist miiftary activity =ill be
designed for maxin.um political offect. B sheuld ast ke read, hovever, &5
s last-diteh offort to ackieve & paychalogzical victory priarily intended to
strengihien the Movth Vietmarmese tand in & negotiating sitastion.

%, %o heow fron g:m..mmn amémm and captorsd docusnenty thay
ths over-all Corconunist s inter-spring™ (19671968} military strategy is
intended to frustrate allied ability to wount ssarch and destroy operations
and to theart or unde ;smgmﬁs in pacification. At s misleiww, Con.munist
military activity =11l be desigred to achieve the appearance af “staler:ate”
in arder te sake it look as thaugh the 05 «ffart In Vietaam is produciag Hitle
tangible result. Ye would expest this steategy 16 bé pursusd whatever line
Hanei adopts with respact o negotiations,

6. Becent North Vietazmese sctione and statorconts do Suggest soce
movasient on the negotiation front. During se tutensive nilitary canipgriga

designed to maxicoize US (rastzation. Hanel way dangle various kinde of
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BALE
ring any councessions OB gainte of sbatans

satle US politicsl

got the o bABE

though without ofte
il hope fe capitalize o &3

and, at & oinlowms,

balt on tAlkS,

In the process, Hawnol v

pressures and dlscontent with the wet

stopped.
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